TRAVANCORE FRIGHTFULNESS

"If a 'wrong-doer banks upon the ahimsa of his victim and goes
on heaping "wrong upon wrong till every one of the victims
is crushed, a cry from the surrounding atmosphere arises
and the force of public opinion or the like overtakes the
wrong-doer.^

I have said enough of the Travancore friglxtfulness.
I can call it by no other name. Here is an extract from
a letter from a Travancorean, "whose testimony I have never
had occasion to doubt. He says :

"A careful study of the Dewan^s statement shows that he is trying
to cloud the issue and mislead outsiders who are not aware of the
sequence of events that he narrates. Excepting the threats of
'civil war' alleged by the Dewan, all the other events or occurrences
happened subsequent to the promulgation of the proclamation
and the declaration of the State Congress as an illegal body. How
post-war occurrences justify the war itself, it is'difficult to under-
stand.

"As regards the violence, which we all deplore, the stone-
throwing and the burning of buses are attributed to rowdies
set up by the police according to one version; but without a tho-
rough inquiry, which is impossible under the present circumstances,
it is difficult to say what is the truth. Anyhow, do you not think
that it is rather surprising that though all these occurrences
took place in clear day-light and at meetings at which large
numbers of police and militaly forces were present, it was not
possible to prevent any of them or arrest a single one of the
offenders ? The explanation of the supporters of the State Con-
gress is, that the police dare not arrest any as they and their hire-
lings commit these atrocities. I cannot say how far the explana-
tion can be accepted. A volunteer, who was subjected to a severe
lathi charge at the Quilon meeting, says in an interview to The
Hindu correspondent (published in The Hindu of 4th Sept.) that
he saw with his own eyes some policemen throwing stones.
Such allegations are generally made by the State Congress mem-
bers. Meetings are being held and speeches made in all parts
of the country, but the arrests are very few. The present policy
seems to be to disperse meetings by force. This leads to firing and
death of innocent persons. After the Quilon meeting, there was